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INTRODUCTION 
 A collection of the professional and personal papers of a historian and educator from Indiana 
who taught at the elementary, secondary, and college levels before his retirement from the 
Kansas State Teacher College (now Pittsburg State University) in Pittsburg, Kansas.  The 
collection is arranged in six series: Biographical; Correspondence; Kansas State Teachers 
College; Writings; Miscellaneous; and Family.  An extensive collection of Mahan’s research 
and writings on the history of the Mormon Church is held by the Utah State University Library. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
The donor and date of the donation is unknown. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 Ernest Mahan was born July 25, 1898, in West Baden Springs, Indiana, to Andrew and Rena 
Mahan.  On April 22, 1923 Mahan married Maurine Mendenhall at her parents’ home in 
Yorktown, Indiana.  Thereafter, Mahan attended the University of Indiana and received a 
bachelor’s degree and master’s degree.  At the University of Wisconsin in 1930, Mahan earned a 
doctorate degree in United States history.  
 From 1917 to 1920 Mahan taught at the elementary school in West Baden Springs, Indiana.  
He served as principal of the Senior High School in Galveston, Indiana, in 1920 and 1921, and 
one year each in the same position at Mount Summit, Indiana, and Williamsburg, Indiana.  From 
1924 to 1928 Mahan was principal of the Senior High School in Centerville, Indiana.  After 
teaching one summer session in the State Teachers College at Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1930, he 
was appointed as assistant professor of Social Sciences at the Kansas State Teachers College in 
Pittsburg.  
 At Pittsburg Mahan taught courses on the French Revolution, England in the 17th and 18th 
centuries, the Tudor and Stuart periods in England, and comparative politics.  He achieved the 
rank of full professor and served as Head of the Social Sciences Department from 1939 to 1945 
and Dean of Instruction from 1945 to 1959. 
 During Mahan’s life he was a member and elder of the Pittsburg First Presbyterian Church. 
His professional memberships included the Kiwanis Club, Phi Alpha Theta fraternity, the Kansas 
State Historical Society, the National Education Association, the American Association of 
School Administrators, the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, the Kansas History 
Teachers Association, the Kansas Educators Club, the American Association of University 
Professors, and the American Historical Association.  Dr. Ernest Mahan died on September 14, 
1985 in Pittsburg, Kansas.  
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 The collection is organized into six series: Biographical; Correspondence; Kansas 
State Teachers College; Writings; Miscellaneous; and Family.  The Biographical Series 
contains copies of Mahan’s obituary, several sketches and professional resumes, an 
announcement of his retirement, and memorial service cards for both Ernest Mahan and his 
wife, Maurine M. Mahan.   
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 The Correspondence Series begins with undated letters, memos and notes from Kansas 
State Teachers College, history instructor Dr. Mary Elizabeth Cochran, and miscellaneous 
personal correspondence and cards.  The remainder of the correspondence dates from 1919 to 
1972 and is arranged in chronological order.  These letters pertain to Mahan’s experience as a 
student at Indiana University and the University of Wisconsin; his teaching career before 
arriving in Pittsburg, notes and letters pertaining to various topics and committees at Pittsburg, 
plus personal and family letters.  The Kansas State Teachers College Series includes programs 
and announcements; teaching notes; scripts for radio presentations by Mahan during the early 
1940s; and statistical reports on grade distribution in the 1930s at the colleges in Pittsburg and 
Emporia, Kansas.  In the Writings Series are copies of Mahan’s published articles and his notes 
for his book on the McNally Corporation of Pittsburg, Kansas.  Also included in this series is a 
checklist of articles Mahan wrote for the Kansas State Teachers College student newspaper, The 
Collegio.  The Miscellaneous Series contains photographs of Mahan, several diplomas and 
certificates, and legal and financial records.  The Family Series contains items relating to Mrs. 
Maurine Mahan and to Ernest Mahan’s sister, Bertha.  Included are Mrs. Mahan’s school records, 
information about her membership in the PEO, and correspondence.  The information about 
Bertha Mahan includes a photograph, an obituary, and copies of her numerous teaching contracts.   
 
 
FOLDER LIST 
 
Biographical Series 
f. 1  Biographical materials 
 
Correspondence Series 
f. 2  Correspondence from Kansas State Teachers College, undated 
f. 3  Correspondence with Mary Elizabeth Cochran, undated 
f. 4  Personal correspondence, undated 
f. 5  Thank you cards and holiday cards, undated 
f. 6  Correspondence, 1919- 1920 
f. 7  Correspondence, 1921- 1927 
f. 8  Correspondence, 1928 
f. 9  Correspondence, 1929 
f. 10  Correspondence, 1930- 1931  
f. 11  Correspondence, 1932 
f. 12  Correspondence, 1933- 1934 
f. 13  Correspondence, 1935- 1936 
f. 14  Correspondence, 1953-1954 
f. 15  Correspondence, 1955 
f. 16  Correspondence, 1956-1957 
f. 17  Correspondence, 1970 
f. 18  Correspondence, 1972 
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Kansas State Teachers College Series 
f. 19  Miscellaneous notes 
f. 20  Committees 
f. 21  Staff and faculty records 
f. 22  Programs and announcements 
f. 23  Programs and announcements 
f. 24  18th century Britain teaching notes 
f. 25  French Revolution teaching notes 
f. 26  Miscellaneous teaching notes 
f. 27  England under the Tudors and the Stuarts teaching notes 
f. 28  Index of radio show air dates and titles 
f. 29  8 January 1940 “KOAM Presents College Broadcasts” 
f. 30  22 January 1940 Mahan introduces Professor Ora Francis Grubbs 
f. 31  Radio script, 29 January 1940 
f. 32  Radio script, 5 February 1940 
f. 33  Radio script, 12 February 1940 
f. 34  Radio script, 19 February 1940 
f. 35  Radio script, 26 February 1940 
f. 36  Radio script, 4 March 1940 
f. 37  Radio script, 11 March 1940 
f. 38  Radio script, 18 March 1940 
f. 39  Radio script, 25 March 1940 
f. 40  Radio script, 1 April 1940 
f. 41  Radio script, 8 April 1940 
f. 42  Radio script, 22 April 1940 
f. 43  Radio script, 29 April 1940 
f. 44  Radio script, 6 May 1940 
f. 45  Radio script, 20 May 1940 
f. 46  Radio script, 27 May 1940 
f. 47  Radio script, 3 June 1940 
f. 48  Radio script, 10 June 1940 
f. 49  Radio script, 24 June 1940 
f. 50  Radio script, 1 July 1940 
f. 51  Radio script, 8 July 1940 
f. 52  Radio script, 25 November 1940 
f. 53  Radio script, 14 March 1944 
f. 54-57 Distribution of grades, Pittsburg 
f. 58  Distribution of grades, Emporia 
f. 59  Distribution of grades, Pittsburg 
 
Writings Series 
f. 60  “The American Ideal”, undated 
f. 61  “British Empire in World Affairs” 
f. 62  “The British Road to Recovery”, April 4, 1936 
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Writing Series continued 
f. 63  “Can Europe Avoid War?”, undated 
f. 64  “The Cost of Neutrality in a time of War”, radio address of October 1935 
f. 65  “Education Among the Early Mormon’s”, February 1939  
f. 66  “18 Years after the Armistice”, November 11, 1936  
f. 67  Chapter XI, “Establishment of McNally Ltd in India”, undated 
f. 68  “Italy and the European War”, November 13, 1939 
f. 69  “Major European War Issues and the Possible Effects on the United States”, undated 
f. 70  “A Major Factor in the Present War Situation”, May 5, 1941 
f. 71  Transcription of a Voice Recording of Edward McNally, November 5, 1969 
f. 72  “Memorial Day Address”, May 31, 1937 
f. 73  “Pedagogy verses Propaganda”, undated 
f. 74  Munich Conference, notes 
f. 75  “The Price of the Munich Peace”, October 5, 1938 
f. 76  “Prepare Today for War Tomorrow”, undated 
f. 77  “Sam Brannan and the California Mormons”, undated  
f. 78  “History of the English Language”, undated 
f. 79  “The Watch on the Rhine”, March 18, 1936 
f. 80  Outline for Mahan’s history of McNally Corporation 
f. 81  Poetry 
 
Miscellaneous Series 
f. 82  Photographs of Mahan 
f. 83  Diplomas and certificate 
f. 84  Professional and civic organizations 
f. 85  Financial and legal documents 
f. 86  Clippings, song books, miscellaneous 
 
Family Series 
f. 87  Maurine Mendenhall Mahan’s diplomas and transcripts 
f. 88  Maurine Mahan, PEO organization 
f. 89  Maurine Mahan, correspondence 
f. 90  Bertha Mahan, teaching contracts, teaching certificate, obituary, photograph 
 
 
INDEX ENTRIES  
 
Baxter, Earnest W. f. 10, 21 
Brandenburg, William A. (1869-1940) f. 2, 6, 13, 19-21 
Briggs, Ellsworth f. 19 
Brown, Ralph (    -1954) f. 14 
Cochran, Mary Elizabeth  f. 3, 21 
Daughters of the American Revolution f. 87 
Dellinger, Oris P. (1877-1957) f. 10, 13, 19-21 
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INDEX ENTRIES continued 
 
Facility Mutual Insurance Company f. 19 
Guthridge, Lemuel A. f. 10, 13, 21 
Holden, London  f. 22 
Kiwanis f. 83 
Mahan, Ernest (1898 – 1985) f. 1-90 
Mahan, Maurine Mendenhall (1900-1996) f. 1, 4, 5, 85-89 
Mahan, Bertha f. 90 
McNally, Edward f. 17, 18, 67, 71 
Mendenhall, Edgar (1872- 1961) f. 21, 54, 59 
Mendenhall, J f. 14 
Mendenhall, Michael  f. 14 
Mendenhall, Robert f. 14 
Nation, Odella (1880-1956) f. 19-21 
Newcomen Society f. 18 
Powell, Edna f. 19 
Phi Mu Gamma f. 23 
Provorse, Belle f. 4, 11, 14, 19-21 
Smith, A.E f. 14  
Trout, George W. (1863-1947) f. 10-13, 19-21 
White, Mary Jane f. 14 
     
